KEY POINTS: Chapter 10

Essential Question: What political and social changes from the early Middle Ages in Europe to the late Middle Ages helped to pull Europe out of its backward period?

Identify:


Moldboard – heavy plow introduced in N Europe during Middle Ages; permitted deeper cultivation of heavier soils

Clovis – early Frankish king; converted Franks to Christianity; allowed establishment of Frankish kingdom

Benedict of Nursia – founder of monasticism in former Western half of the Roman Empire; Benedictine rule in the 6th century; paralleled development of Basil’s rules 

Feudalism – linked military elites; greater lords give protection to vassals, vassals owed lord military service, payments, & advice

Charlemagne – Charles the Great; Carolingian monarch who established substantial empire in France


Investiture – practice of state appointment of bishops

Scholasticism – dominant medieval philosophical approach; based on use of logic to resolve theological problems

Thomas Aquinas –believed that through reason, it was possible to know a lot about the natural order, moral law, and nature of God

The Flavor of the Middle Ages: Inferiority and Vitality

How did Western Europe in the Post Classical period compare to the Islamic world of the Post Classical period?
Society should be compared to other areas that were borrowing from other established civilizations and thought of as barbarians

Describe how Europeans reacted to Islam.  

They were scared of Arab invasions, felt inferior to them and launched Crusades to limit the power of the Muslims.

Who could read and write in Europe at this time?  Medieval hierarchy and monks

List the areas in which Post classical Europeans advanced.  Institution of university (rituals and degrees) and architectural forms

Stages of Post Classical Development

Where was the geographic center of Post Classical Europe?  Rome, center of Roman Catholic Church

List what problems plagued Western Europe from 550CE-900CE.  

Italy fragmented, cities & commerce shrinking, intellectual life in tatters; frequent invasions, political weakness

Describe what manorialism was.  A system of economic and political relations between landlords and peasant laborers; involved hierarchy of reciprocal obligations between the masses and the ruling class.

Describe what life was like for a serf in Post Classical Europe.  Difficult life because agricultural equipment was limited and production was low, most left ½ of their land uncultivated each year to restore nutrients; three-field system ( leave ⅓ of land unplanted; had to give lord part of their crops as a “rent fee” for using lord’s land or repairing lord’s castle

Describe the Christian Church hierarchy.  Pope ( bishops ( local priests 

Who appointed most bishops during this period in Europe?  Monarchs and local lords

What contributions did monasteries make?  Converted English to Christianity, spread religion to N & E Germany to Scandinavia, add spiritual focus to lives of ordinary people, helped improve land cultivation, provided education, and promoted literacy

What was significant about the Battle of Tours?  Preserved Europe for Christianity, confined Arabs to Spain

What Carolingian ruler was able to build an empire in Western Europe around 800CE?  What happened to this empire?
Charlemagne restored some church-based education in W Europe and level of intellectual activity began a slow recovery.  The empire fell apart quickly and was split into three parts as inheritance, each for one of his sons.

Describe the characteristic political history of Western Europe.  Gradual emergence of regional monarchies; durable empire impossible b/c of competing loyalties & no strong bureaucracy

What provided the basis of cultural unity in Western Europe during the Middle Ages?  What caused disunity? 

Catholicism; no single language or government

List what advance were made in agriculture in the 9th century.  Explain how these advances affected trade, population growth, and trade.  Moldboard, three-field system, new horse collar that allowed horses to be yoked without choking, stirrups and horse collar confirmed military dominance of lords ( fighting on horseback, and better plows allowing deeper working of the heavy soil and opening of new land were invented.  This resulted in population growth, loosening of the bonds of serfdom by requiring less labor service, contacts with other countries brought knowledge of new crops 

Describe what changes were taking place in education in the late Middle Ages in Europe.  Schools formed around important cathedrals to train children in church careers; demand for educated university personnel for 1st universities, Italy – medicine & law, growing revival in knowledge from new learning imported from the Arabs and revived Greek and Hellenistic science

Explain how feudalism worked.  As said in vocabulary section

What effect did European feudalism have on the development of centralized states?  Developing an explicit bureaucracy with some specialized functions and sending emissaries to outlying provinces, kings often chose non-aristocrats to check on bureaucracies, kings tried to tax subjects directly and hire a small army to supplement feudal forces

Who was responsible for introducing feudalism to England?  When?  William the Conqueror in 1066

What was the Magna Carta?  When was it signed?  Great Charter in 1215

What were parliaments?  Why were they created?  

Bodies representing privileged groups (nobles & Church); kings consult vassals, feudal checks on central power

In the 14th century, what war was fought between France and England?  Hundred-Years’ War

List 3 examples of European expansionist movements in the Post Classical period.  

Expansion into E Germany & Poland, Reconquista, and Crusades

Who called for the 1st Crusade?  When?  Pope Urban II; 1095

Why would someone go a Crusade?  Get Holy Land back from Muslims, riches, forgiveness of sins, guaranteed entry to heaven

What resulted from the 1st Crusade?  Victory of Jerusalem

What Muslim leader is responsible for taking Jerusalem back?  Saladin

What were the Western Crusaders exposed to as a result of the Crusades?  

New cultural and economic influences from M.E., more interaction with the rest of the world

Describe how St. Clare tried to reform the Catholic church.  She fought the secularism and founded her own order, backed by Francis’ order.  She found monasticism to be a vital way of personal expression and composed rules of severe piety.

What dispute did Pope Gregory VII and Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV have?  Investiture (Gregory won)

In Depth

What 3 sources are given for the new vigor of Europe from 1000CE on?  Greco-Roman legacy, Christian converts, & technology

Western Culture in the Post Classical Era

What was the dominant intellectual theme in the Middle Ages in Europe?  Combo of rational philosophy & Christian faith

What resulted from this intellectual pursuit?  (2 items)  More educated people and interest in knowledge from the Arabs

Did the Europeans make many advances in science during this period?  Not many, but some in optics, chemistry, & astronomy

Describe what characterized popular religion.  

Formation of lay groups, veneration for the Virgin Mary, worship of some saints as intermediaries, various pagan rituals

Describe what characterized Medieval art.  Religion, mostly depicting Christ’s birth and suffering or lives of the saints; stiff, stylized figures, natural scenic backgrounds, stained glass designs and scenes for churches

What new style of architecture emerged in Western Europe during this period?  Gothic

List examples of vernacular pieces of literature.  Points of philosophy, law, or political theory; writing in Latin and spoken languages, notable literature: Beowulf, The Song of Roland, Canterbury Tales, The Romance of the Rose

Changing Economic and Social Forms in the Post Classical Centuries
Describe how the economy changed with urban growth.  Allowed more specialized manufacturing and commercial activities, which promoted greater trade; banking introduced to W to facilitate long-distance exchange of money and goods, use of money spread to the dismay of many Christian moralists and ordinary people (preferred traditional economy); capitalists in Italy, S Germany, Low Countries, France, and Britain; merchants invested in trading ships and goods they carried, hoping to make big profits

What goods were exported/imported?  Within Europe also?  Exported(European cloth, raw wool, manufactured goods; Imported(luxury goods & spices of Asia; within Europe(timber and grain from the N for cloth and metal products from Italy & Low Countries

What was the Hanseatic League?  Organization of cities in N Germany to establish a commercial alliance

What were guilds?  Groups of people in same business/trade in a single city; stressed security & mutual control; limited membership, regulated apprenticeship, guaranteed good workmanship, often established franchise within cities

List examples of how Western women had higher status than Muslim women.  Emphasis on equality of all souls, practical importance of women’s monastic groups as alternative to marriage, veneration fo Virgin Mary and other female religious figures, less segregated in religious services, less confined to household, important roles in commerce

List examples of how the patriarchal structure was strengthened.  Women found themselves in more and more male-dominated organizations, men could lead prayers, they stressed role of women as assistant and comforters of man, listing chores and virtues

The Decline of the Medieval Synthesis

What war was fought between France and England in the 14th and 15th centuries?  Hundred-Years’ War

What significant changes took place during this war?  Kings reduced reliance on forces of nobility in favor of paid armies, available lands used up and no major new technological gains to compensate, severe famines & population decline

What resulted from the Black Death?  New social disputes arose, more tensions between peasants and landlords

What three medieval institutions showed signs of stain by the 15th century?  Landed-aristocracy rule diminished (claim to power on control of land and military prowess but skill in warfare questioned), decisive shifts in balance between church and state (some preached against hierarchical structure of Church in favor of direct popular experience with God, and breakdown of intellectual and artistic synthesis (church officials less tolerant of intellectual daring and declared some heretical; blend of rationalism and religion discouraged; in art, painters focus more on human features than religious figures)

